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• If no demolition is req uired, a major rehabilitation w ill cost betw een 12%  less and 9 %  more cost betw een 12%  less and 9 %  more cost betw een 12%  less and 9 %  more cost betw een 12%  less and 9 %  more 
than new  constructionthan new  constructionthan new  constructionthan new  construction. 

• If constructing a new  building req uires demolition of a significant existing structure, the cost 
savings from rehabilitation w ill be betw een 3%3%3%3%  and 16 %16 %16 %16 % . 

• L ife spans for new  buildings are often 30303030----4 0 years4 0 years4 0 years4 0 years vs. more than 100 years100 years100 years100 years for most historic 
structures. 

• In a typical rehabilitation project, 6 0%  to 70%60%  to 70%60%  to 70%60%  to 70%  of the total cost is laborof the total cost is laborof the total cost is laborof the total cost is labor. 

• Laborers are almost alw ays hired locally.  They, in turn, spend their money locally, supporting 
the local economy. 

• A  California study found that rehabilitation resulted in 10%  greater w holesale10%  greater w holesale10%  greater w holesale10%  greater w holesale purchases and 
4 3%  greater retail purchases4 3%  greater retail purchases4 3%  greater retail purchases4 3%  greater retail purchases from suppliers than the same amount spent on new  construction 
activity. 

• $ 1M$ 1M$ 1M$ 1M  spent on building rehabilitation creates: 

• 12 more jobs12 more jobs12 more jobs12 more jobs than $ 1M  spent on manufacturing in M ichigan 

• 20 more jobs20 more jobs20 more jobs20 more jobs than $ 1M  spent mining coal in W est V irginia 

• 29  more jobs 29  more jobs 29  more jobs 29  more jobs than $ 1M  spend pumping oil in Oklahoma 

• 22 more jobs22 more jobs22 more jobs22 more jobs than $ 1M  spend cutting timber in Oregon 

• In a study of National R egister districts in Philadelphia, homes in historic districts received a 
sales price premium of 13 1%sales price premium of 13 1%sales price premium of 13 1%sales price premium of 13 1%  over comparable properties in undesignated neighborhoods. 

• A  study of nine T exas cities found that local designation increased property values from be-increased property values from be-increased property values from be-increased property values from be-
tw een 5%  and 20%tw een 5%  and 20%tw een 5%  and 20%tw een 5%  and 20% . 

• A pproximately 25%  of the material25%  of the material25%  of the material25%  of the material being added to the landfills is demolition and construc-landfills is demolition and construc-landfills is demolition and construc-landfills is demolition and construc-
tion w astetion w astetion w astetion w aste. 

• D emolishing one typical tw o story commercial building one typical tw o story commercial building one typical tw o story commercial building one typical tw o story commercial building on M ain Street eliminateseliminateseliminateseliminates all of the 
environmental benefits of recycling 1,3 4 4 ,000 aluminum cansbenefits of recycling 1,3 4 4 ,000 aluminum cansbenefits of recycling 1,3 4 4 ,000 aluminum cansbenefits of recycling 1,3 4 4 ,000 aluminum cans. 

• Historic buildings contain significant contain significant contain significant contain significant embodied energyembodied energyembodied energyembodied energy.  T hat’s the amount of energy associ-
ated w ith extracting, processing, manufacturing, transporting and assembling building materials. 

• Every community has significant investments in public infrastructure, including roads, sew ers, 
parks and schools. 

• Historic preservation directs development to places w here infrastructure is already in placedirects development to places w here infrastructure is already in placedirects development to places w here infrastructure is already in placedirects development to places w here infrastructure is already in place. 

• R ehabbing historic schools instead of building new  saves money for education and often cre-
ates a better learning environment. 

• 75%75%75%75%  of all net new  jobsnet new  jobsnet new  jobsnet new  jobs in the U .S. are created by small businessescreated by small businessescreated by small businessescreated by small businesses. 

• Older buildings make ideal locations for small, independent businesses and for start-ups. 

• 60 cents60 cents60 cents60 cents of every dollar spent at independent businessesspent at independent businessesspent at independent businessesspent at independent businesses remains in the local economy vs. 
less than 10 cents at national discountersless than 10 cents at national discountersless than 10 cents at national discountersless than 10 cents at national discounters. 
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Since 19 80Since 19 80Since 19 80Since 19 80, local M ain Street programs have: 
• Stimulated $ 4 8 .9  billion$ 4 8 .9  billion$ 4 8 .9  billion$ 4 8 .9  billion in total private and public investmentprivate and public investmentprivate and public investmentprivate and public investment. 

• Created 9 4 ,176  net new  businesses9 4 ,176  net new  businesses9 4 ,176  net new  businesses9 4 ,176  net new  businesses. 

• G enerated 4 17 ,9 19  net new  jobs4 17 ,9 19  net new  jobs4 17 ,9 19  net new  jobs4 17 ,9 19  net new  jobs. 
• G enerated a reinvestment ratio of $ 27  to $ 1 per communityreinvestment ratio of $ 27  to $ 1 per communityreinvestment ratio of $ 27  to $ 1 per communityreinvestment ratio of $ 27  to $ 1 per community.* 

* The average number of dollars generated in each community for every dollar used to operate the local M ain Street Pro-
gram. 

“In economics, it is the differentiated p roduct that commands a h igh  p remiumdifferentiated p roduct that commands a h igh  p remiumdifferentiated p roduct that commands a h igh  p remiumdifferentiated p roduct that commands a h igh  p remium. 
 

If in the long run w e w ant to attract cap ital, to attract investment in our communities, w e must dif-
ferentiate them from anyw here else.” 
 

-D onovan R ypkema 

• 78 %78 %78 %78 %  of U .S. leisure travelers (118  million adults) (118  million adults) (118  million adults) (118  million adults) participate in cultural and/or heritage activities 
w hen traveling.  

• Cultural heritage travelers spend, on average, $ 9 9 4  per trip compared to $ 6 11 for all U .S. trav-$ 9 9 4  per trip compared to $ 6 11 for all U .S. trav-$ 9 9 4  per trip compared to $ 6 11 for all U .S. trav-$ 9 9 4  per trip compared to $ 6 11 for all U .S. trav-
elers.elers.elers.elers. 

• Cultural/heritage travelers took an average of 5 tripsaverage of 5 tripsaverage of 5 tripsaverage of 5 trips in 2008-2009  compared w ith slightly slightly slightly slightly 
less than 4  tripsless than 4  tripsless than 4  tripsless than 4  trips for non-cultural/heritage travelers....    

• Saving historic buildings and keeping our tow ns and cities healthy reduces the pressure to reduces the pressure to reduces the pressure to reduces the pressure to 
pave the countryside.pave the countryside.pave the countryside.pave the countryside.    

• In 19 70, the state of M aine spent $ 8 .7M  $ 8 .7M  $ 8 .7M  $ 8 .7M  to bus students to and from school.  B y 19 95, w ith few er 
students enrolled, the cost had risen to $ 54 M$54 M$54 M$54 M . 

• W hen w e reinvest in older neighborhoods, w e are reinvesting in inherently sustainable com-reinvesting in inherently sustainable com-reinvesting in inherently sustainable com-reinvesting in inherently sustainable com-
munitiesmunitiesmunitiesmunities that are generally dense, w alkable, transit-accessible, and feature mixed-uses. 

• To replace the current housing units occupied by low er income residents w ould cost $ 335 bil-$ 335 bil-$ 335 bil-$ 335 bil-
lionlionlionlion. 

• In 2005, 1,101 unites of affordable housing1,101 unites of affordable housing1,101 unites of affordable housing1,101 unites of affordable housing w ere created in historic buildings using the federal 
rehabilitation tax credits. 

• Historic structures are often located close to services and public transportation, reducing trans-reducing trans-reducing trans-reducing trans-
portation costs for residentsportation costs for residentsportation costs for residentsportation costs for residents. 

• In NebraskaNebraskaNebraskaNebraska, historic preservation generates $ 170 million per year$ 170 million per year$ 170 million per year$ 170 million per year: 

• B etw een 2001 and 2005, an estimated total of $ 1.5 billion w as spent on rehabilitation of 
buildings. 

• T w entyT w entyT w entyT w enty----tw o jobstw o jobstw o jobstw o jobs are created for every $ 1M  spent on historic preservationevery $ 1M  spent on historic preservationevery $ 1M  spent on historic preservationevery $ 1M  spent on historic preservation, w hich sup-sup-sup-sup-
ported 3 ,8 6 9  jobsported 3 ,8 6 9  jobsported 3 ,8 6 9  jobsported 3 ,8 6 9  jobs in the state in 2009 . 

• Historic designation of neighborhoods and dow ntow ns enhances and protects prop-enhances and protects prop-enhances and protects prop-enhances and protects prop-
erty valueserty valueserty valueserty values.  Of the districts studied, property values as a w hole show ed increases in property values as a w hole show ed increases in property values as a w hole show ed increases in property values as a w hole show ed increases in 
historic districts.historic districts.historic districts.historic districts. 
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