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Historic Resources: Overview

z Definition
– Significance 

z Documentation
– Survey Forms
– Impact Studies





What is a historic resource?

z Building, site, structure, 
object, or district

z 50+ years of age
z Points to life in earlier 

times 
z Helps convey the story 

of how we arrived where 
we are today



Significance 

z Is every house built prior to 1967 
important? 



Buildings are not equally important



Significance

z National Register 
– National significance
– State significance
– Local significance

zMunicipal standards
– Municipal significance 



Significance

Professionals sometimes 
disagree about the level 
of significance 

Some types of significance 
cannot be documented



National Register Criteria

A. Significant event or theme
– Agriculture
– Industry

B. Significant person
C. Significant architecture
D. Archaeological significance 



Municipal Significance

z No general agreement on definition
z Chester County classifications
– Class 1 = NRHP / DOE
– Class 2 = Locally significant
– Class 3 = Part of cultural landscape 

z 2 municipal definitions 



Pennsylvania Survey Forms



















Historic Resource Impact Studies

z Often required when a change is 
proposed for a property 

z Create a dialogue to help manage 
change

z Provide the HC with historic context
z Help HCs manage the inventory



Impact Studies

z Assess significance of historic 
resources / landscapes

z Identify adverse impacts
z Recommend mitigation measures
z Help protect resources from 

subdivision / land development / 
demolition / alteration  



HRIS Contents

1. Executive Summary
2. Background Information
3. Historic Overview
4. Physical Description & 

Significance  
5. Proposed Changes, Impacts, 

and Mitigation 
Recommendations

6. Bibliography



1. Executive Summary

z Purpose
z Historic Resources
z Impacts & 

Recommendations 

HISTORIC RESOURCE IMPACT STUDY



2. Background Information

a. Identification
- Applicant / Recipient 
- Project / Date of Plan

b. Applicability
- Cite Ordinance  



2. Background Information 

c. Purpose of HRIS (quick overview of 
ordinance requirements)

- Identify Historic Resources
- Determine Historic Significance
- Identify Potential Impacts
- Recommend Mitigation



2. Background Information 

d. Personnel / Dates
e. Definitions
– Subject Tract
– Historic Resources

f. Location Map



3. Historic Overview 

z History (cot)
z Historic Maps
z Photographs 

Key:
Significance 



4. Physical Description



4. Physical Description

a) Subject Tract (property) description
– Landscape
– Historic Resources
– Minor Landscape Features
– Roads, etc. 



4b. Historic Resource Description 

z Photos
z Site Plans
z Detail Photos
z Condition



4c. Adjacent 
Historic 
Resources 



4d. Statement of Significance 

z Important Component 
z “Credibility” Statement
z Justifies Recommendations 
z (Should be) based on standard or 

defined criteria
z Be ready to defend your inventory



5. Project, Impacts, Mitigation

a. Project Description 
– Proposed changes
– Potential adverse impacts
– Mitigation recommendations 

– What is the level of 
impact?



5b. Adverse Impact Methodology

1. Total – demolition / direct
2. High – major alteration / visual
3. Medium – visual / “easy” mitigation
4. Low – minor / “easy” mitigation
5. No – no impact / mitigation



5c. Project Changes / Impacts
z Historic Views (of / from)
z Demolition
z Alterations
z Infrastructure: Roads, Curbs, SWM, Lighting
z New Construction / Architecture
z Grading
z Orientation
z Noise / Traffic
z Landscaping
z Uses
z Small Scale Resources
z Open Space / Trails



5d. Mitigation Recommendations

z None
z Buffer (screen it)
z Alter Plan
z Delay Project
z Stop Project – NO  



HRIS – Issues & Ideas  

z Developer Point of View
– $$
– Give & take – CU 

z Consultant
– Addresses ordinance 
–Works for applicant
– Qualifications



HRIS – Issues & Ideas 

z Quality Report
– Meets all ordinance requirements
– Documentation and significance
– Realistic and relevant recommendations

zWhat is protected?
z HC specialists
z HC consultant



HRIS – Key Points

z Qualification of Preparer
z Quality & Completeness of Study
z Report Bias?
z Resource Significance
z Impact Analysis
z Relevant (creative & realistic) 

Recommendations
z HCs – Ask Questions! 



Thank You!


