What is a Historic Resource and How Do You
Document and Defend It:

Archaeological Resources
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NThe vast Ameri can
fountainhead of national myth, memory, and
identity, IS beginning to lose its
di stinctiveness

Henry Diamond and Patrick Noonan,
Land Use in America (1996)



Chester County Historic
Preservation Network (CCHPN)

AfiHi storic Preservati on
to preserve the historic buildings, structures,

- landscapes, and features of our communities
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development that is unsympathetic to onsite

or nearby historic resources, resulting is a

diminution or loss of historic landscape
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Source: CCHPN webpage



ARCHAEQOLOGY

The study of the human past
through the material remains of human action




What is an Archaeolodical Site?

A locus of human activity, such as:
Buildings

Structures

Ruins

Artifact concentrations

Soil discolorations

Other surface or subsurface signs of modification
bounded by visible natural or cultural features
(road, field, stream)

o To To To Do o

A It can be prehistorical, historical, or contain both
periods.




What are the forms of
Archaeological Data?

A Artifacts
A Features
A Ecological resources
A Landscapes
A Above -ground resources
A Documents




Features

ANonportable artifacts t ha
their surroundings without destroying their
Integrity.

A Houses, foundations, pits, privies, fencelines,
trash middens, posthol es




Artifacts

A Objects manufactured by humans, that
can be transported

A Ceramics, glass, shell, wood, bone,
jewelry, nails, cans, stone




National Register Criteria for Evaluat 10N

A A: That are associated with events_that have made a
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our
history;

A B: That are associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

A C: That embody the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or that possess high
architect uarchitecturea)l ue e (




National Register Criteria for Evaluation

A D: That have yielded or may be likely to
yield, information important in prehistory
or history ( archaeology!)




Secretary of the I nterioros St
(Department of Interior regulations, 36 CFR 67)

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that
have acquired historic significance in their own right
shall be retained and preserved.

8. Significant  archeological resourcesaffected by a project
shall be protected and preserved. If such resources must be

disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken




What Is the importance of archaeology?
(scale of 0-10)

Understanding the modern world I we learn about the past
to improve the future (7.1)

International affairs (5.7)

Shaping societyodos val
Your life (5.1)

Economy (4.7)

Public policy (4.6)
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Source: M.Ramosand D. Duganne, Exploring Public Perceptions and

Attitudes about Archaeology, February 2000
(www.cr.nps.gov/archeology/PUBS/Harris/index.htm)



http://www.cr.nps.gov/archeology/PUBS/Harris/index.htm

What ar e
archaeology?

Knowledge of the past T the value of
an archaeological site is in the
Information that it contains

Education - teaching tools

Community values 7 the local past is
Important to residents and new -comer

Quality of life  issues T uniqueness of
place

Open space preservation/conservation

Economic (heritage tourism)
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Laws Goncerning Archaeology
There should be laws:

A to protect historical and prehistoric archeological sites in
America (96%)

A to prevent the general public from constructing a house
or business on the site of a prehistoric Indian village
(85%)

A to prevent the general public from constructing a house
or business on the site of a former Revolutionary or Civil
War battle (73%)

Source: M.Ramosand D. Duganne, Exploring Public Perceptions and Attitudes about

Archaeology, February 2000 (www.cr.nps.gov/archeology/PUBS/Harris/index.htm)


http://www.cr.nps.gov/archeology/PUBS/Harris/index.htm

MPONENTS OF A CULTURAL LANDSCAPE
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How does archaeol o
preservation planning?

A<nowing the history of a piece of
ground and how it came to be is
Important

A<nowledge of site locations is

crucial in planning for their
conservation




How does archeol og
preservation planning?

AConduct a land use history of the property
so informed decisions __ can be made 1 part
of due diligence

ALand use history looks at maps, aerials,
records, documents so that change over
time is understood

Alntention of the land use history is to
assist in planning for preservation . not
excavation

Alf threatened, significant archaeological
sites should be investigated



Treatments for Archaeological Sites

A Archaeological sites arestable

A Unless threatened by damage, archaeological sites can
be banked, preserved, and conserved

A Low maintenance (architectural properties require on -

going maintenance)




Treatments for Archaeological
Sites (besides excavation)

Protecting Archeological
Sites on Private Lands

Aurchasing

AEasements

Arax Credits
AOpen Space
A oning

Source: S. Henry, Protecting Archeological Sites on Private
Lands 1993



How are archaeological sites
damaged?
A Natural i erosion, flooding, vegetation, weathering,
freezing/thawing, animals

A Human i looting, vandalism, recreation, ignorance

A Institutional iland development, archaeological
excavation, and agriculture (plowing) (Not true!)

A Legallrequlatory procedures i incompatible laws




What are t
Archaeology

Kontributesto  quality of life  and
sense of place

KCompliments the historical record &
architectural record

MBroadens our knowledage of the past

AServes as a link between history,
geography, and natural settings I
cultural landscape

Mrovides an opportunity to
investigate community history




Zook House
Exton Square, Exton, PA

!

A milk pan. A fam
Zaesc House ArCheOIOQY What do these thing

Exton Square has a past. Archeologists and historians have studied bhave in common? h
it because of the Zook House.
g X They are facb a bit
William and Elizabeth Owen — early v .
art of Pennsylvania — fo’]f more than ] ! ‘

bin right here at the place

settlers to this

builta |
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we now call Exton Square in abour 1734.
The Owens built a stone house to ,)f[[w e

at E‘fta
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replace their log cabin in 1750. That

In 1770, Moritz and Maria Zook bought the house and farm. Over
time, the Zook family built addidons to the house, much as we do
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today when we need a new room or more space for a growing fami-

ly. They went about their daily activities — growing crops, taking

care of farm animals, and trading with local craftsmen and shop-

keepers.

Six generatons of the Zook family lived in the house for nearly
200 years. Evenuually, the house became known in these parrs as
the Zook House.
granddaughrer of the first Zooks was the last w live in the house

ry Chase Howse, the great-great-great-

before Exton Square was built in the early 1970s.

For more information visit us ak ;ww.hmlqum.m
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French Creek Continental Powder Works,
East Pikeland Township

The Short But Impo. cant Life
of the Continental Powder Works

wwwschuylkillriver.org

East Pikeland Tax Parcels
—— Contours — 5ft Iinterval
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Philadelphia Campaign 1777

A Nationally significant
A Involved much of Chester County

A Unique archaeological signaturegncampments,
battlefields, hospitals, etc.




Where can help be obtained
about archaeological resources?

APennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission

2

ACounty Preservation Planner

. st Peavsruasea Histomcar s Musrow Coums™ .y
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Arownship Consultant o
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Mreservation Organizations I Chester

Preservation Network, Society for Pennsyl
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Arofessional Archaeologists
I Register of Professional Archaeologists (RPA)
I American Cultural Resources Association (ACRA)



nLocal hi story is the ult.
nati onal hi story. ..

...the -detail of the pattern, the individual
threads of the great fabric, are to be found
only 4 n |- ocal hi story

Woodrow Wilson, 1895




